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THE CENTER FOR ARAB AND
ISLAMIC STUDIES
Director: Fr. Michael Calabria, OFM, Ph.D.

Faculty
Fr. Michael Calabria, OFM, Ph.D. 
Ibrahim Zabad, Ph.D.

Mission
Inspired by the historical encounter between Francis of Assisi and
the Sultan al-Malik al-Kamil in 1219, the Center for Arab and Islamic
Studies at St. Bonaventure University promotes an understanding of
Arab and Islamic cultures, an appreciation of both their historical and
contemporary significance in the global community, and respectful
relations between Muslim and Christian people.

The Mission of CAIS comprises of four main areas:  On-campus
instruction, Off-campus instruction, Community outreach and
engagement, and Scholarship

Courses
Courses in Arab and Islamic studies are offered through various
academic departments.  See World Languages (https://catalog.sbu.edu/
undergraduate/arts-sciences/modern-languages-literature/) for courses
in Arabic.  For other courses in Arab and Islamic studies, see:  Art
History (https://catalog.sbu.edu/undergraduate/arts-sciences/visual-
performing-arts/), History (https://catalog.sbu.edu/undergraduate/arts-
sciences/history/), Theology (https://catalog.sbu.edu/undergraduate/
arts-sciences/theology/), and Women’s Studies (https://catalog.sbu.edu/
undergraduate/arts-sciences/multidisciplinary/womens-studies-ba/). 
The Center also offers an 18-credit minor in Arabic and Islamic Studies.

For information on the Center's courses, programs, events and
publications, go to: www.sbu.edu/CAIS.
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